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The Ryukyu Archipelago is an island chain stretching
between Kyushu in Japan and Taiwan. Its terrestrial
biota exhibits large taxonomic and lineage diversity and
high endemism resulting from the prevalence of a warm,
humid climate, and dramatic changes in land configuration
caused by prominent regional tectonism. The sea around
the Ryukyu Islands is characterized by mangroves and
coral reefs, and represents the northernmost extremity of
the tropical zone. Although the area borders temperate
waters around the Japan mainland, it accommodates
a much higher biodiversity characteristic of tropical
waters. The Ryukyu Islands and their surrounding waters
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model systems to investigate the patterns and process& LN
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